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CLAIM AMEND MENTS 

Please cancel claims 3, 5. 11 and 14. 

Please amend claims 1 , 2 ( 4, 6, 10, 12, 13 and 15 as set out below: 

1 (currently amended). An electronic document management system for verifying the 
contents of an electronic document exchanged through a network^ and said contents 
defining said electronic document and comprising a predetermin ed electronic form 
template and variable data input by a user into said predetermined electronic form 
template , said system comprising: 

(a) at least one data storage means for storing said user-input variable data and 
said template; 

fa)-(b) a data capturing component for capturing and validating said user-input 

varia ble data defining- an ele ctronic document, wherein sa i d data compr i s e s 
at le ast said var i ab le data , and forwarding said validated variable data for to 
said storage means; 

(b) £c) a document digest generator for generating a unique document digest from 

said store d u ser-input variable data and said template defining said defin e d 
electronic document by applying a secure algorithm thereto, whereby said 
document digest is uniquely associated with said defined electronic 
document, and forwarding said document digest to said storag e means for 
storage in association with said defined electronic document; 

fe) (d) a barcode generator for generating for each page of said electron ic 

document a u nique barcode associated with that spec ific p age, based on 
paging d etails identifying said page and a barcod e from said gen e rat e d 
document digest wh e r e by sa i d barcode un i qu e ly i d e ntif ie s said d e fined 
e l e ctronic docum e nt a nd th e-c on te nts th e reof ; 
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a document forwarding component for forwarding said defined electronic 
document with s a i d barcode added thereto each said unique barcode added 
to said specific page of said electronic d ocume nt associated therewith for 
use by a user; 

a document receiving component for receiving from a user a signed 
electronic document comprising variable data and a barcode for each page 
of said document : and, 

a barcode verification component for determining the validity of each said 
barcode of said received electronic document wherein a said document 
digest component of said barcode is compared to said stored document 
digest associated with said defined electronic document. 

2 (currently amended). An electronic document management system according to 
claim 1 wherein a unique document number is generated for said defined electronic 
document, said document number is stored with said captured data and said barcodes are 
dtgesHs- generated from said document digest d e fined ele ctr onic-d ocum e nt and said 
document number. 

3 (cancelled). 

4 (currently amended). An electronic document management system according to 
claim 2 3 wherein a unique document revision number is generated for said defined 
electronic document, said document revision number is stored with said captured data and 
said barcodes are digest is generated from said d ocument digest, said doc u ment number 
d e fin e d e l e ctronic docum e nt and sa i d document and said revision number numb e rs . 

5 (cancelled). 
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6 (currently amended). An electronic document management system according to 
claim 4 5 and further comprising a document image generator for generating an electronic 
image of said barcoded defined electronic document, wherein said document forwarding 
component forwards said electronic image. 

7 (original). An electronic document management system according to claim 6 wherein 
said received electronic document has been hand-signed and faxed by said user. 

8 (original). An electronic document management system according to claim 6 and 
further comprising a digital exchange key generator for generating a unique digital 
exchange key associated with said defined electronic document, said generated unique 
digital exchange key being generated by applying said secure algorithm to said electronic 
image, and forwarding said digital exchange key for storage. 

9 (original). An electronic document management system according to claim 8 wherein 
said electronic document received by said document receiving component comprises a 
digital signature and said system further comprises a digital signature authentication 
component for authenticating said digital signature and a digital exchange key verification 
component for determining the validity of said received electronic document wherein said 
digital exchange key verification component determines a digital exchange key by applying 
said secure algorithm to said received electronic document and comparing said determined 
digital exchange key to said stored unique digital exchange key associated with said 
defined electronic document. 

10 (currently amended). A method for managing and verifying the contents of an 
electronic document exchanged through a network said contents defining said electronic 
document and comprising a predetermine d electronic form template and variable data 
input by a user into said predetermined electronic form template , said method comprising: 

(a) storing said user-input variable data and said t emplate: 
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fa) £b) capturing and validating said u ser-input variable data d e fin i ng an ele ctron i c 

document, wh e reby said data compris e s at le ast said var i a ble data, and 
forwarding said validated variable data for storage; 

(b)£ci generating a unique document digest from said stored user-input variable 

data and said template defining said d e fin e d electronic document by applying 
a secure algorithm thereto whereby said document digest is uniquely 
associated with said defined electronic document, and forwarding said 
document digest for storage in association with said defined electronic 
document; 

(e) (d} generating fo r each page of said electronic document a unique barcode 

associated with that spe cific page, bas ed on paging details identifying said 
page and a barcod e from said g e n e rat e d docume nt digest wh e reby s a id 
barcod e un i qu e ly i d e nt i f ie s s a i d d e f i n e d e l e ctron i c docum e nt and - the 
concent?* incrcuT, 

fd) {e) forwarding said defined electronic document wit h3a i d barcod e a ddec H h ere to 

each said u nique barcode added to said specific page of said electronic 
doc ument associated therewith for use by a user; 

fe) (fl receiving from a user a signed electronic document comprising variable data 

and a barcode for each page of said document : and, 

fg) (h) determining the validity of each said barcode of a document received by said 

document receiving component wherein a said document digest component 
of said barcode is compared to said stored document digest associated with 
said defined electronic document. 

11 (cancelled). 
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12 (currently amended). A method according to claim 11 and further comprising 
generating a unique document number for said defined electronic document and 
forwarding said document number for storage with said captured data, whereby said 
barcode s are di g est is generated from said document digest d e f i ned e l e ctr onic-document 
and said document number. 

13 (currently amended). A method according to claim 12 and further comprising 
generating a unique document revision number for said defined electronic document and 
forwarding said document revision number for storage with said captured data, whereby 
said barcodes are dig e st i s generated from said document digest, said document number 
defin ed ele c t ronic document and sa i d document and said revision numb er numbera . 

14 (cancelled). 

15 (currently amended). A method according to claim 13 44 and further comprising 
generating an electronic image of said barcoded defined electronic document and 
forwarding said image for use by a user. 

16 (original) A method according to claim 15 and further comprising generating a unique 
digital exchange key associated with said defined electronic document by applying said 
secure algorithm to said electronic image and forwarding said digital exchange key for 
storage. 

17 (original). A method according to claim 16 whereby said electronic document received 
by said document receiving component comprises a digital signature, said method further 
comprising: 

(a) authenticating said digital signature; and, 

(b) determining the validity of said received electronic document by applying said 
secure algorithm to said received electronic document and comparing the 
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resulting determined digital exchange key to said stored unique digital 
exchange key associated with said defined electronic document. 

18 (original), A method according to claim 15 whereby said received electronic document 
has been hand-signed and faxed by said user. 
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